Separation of oestrogen conjugates in urine and synthetic mixtures by high-performance liquid chromatographic methods.
The analytical and clinical advantages that would be expected to follow the adoption by clinical laboratories of a routine HPLC method for the partial oestriol conjugate profiling of human pregnancy urine are outlined in the Introduction. In order to ascertain if a candidate method for this assay has yet been devised, a complete survey of the published HPLC separations of oestrogen conjugate mixtures is presented, in tabular form, and discussed. From this survey it is concluded that a number of good separations of these steroids from synthetic mixtures have already been published. The third and final section of the paper contains the results of a detailed examination of those papers in which separation of oestriol conjugates present in pregnancy urine specimens have been reported. The paper is concluded with the recommendation that the method of Dixon, Lukha and Scott should be further investigated as a candidate method for adoption by clinical laboratories for the purpose of oestriol conjugate profiling.